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Get Ready! (10 minutes)
 Pray the prayer on page 1 of the 

All Souls’ Day activity booklet.
 Invite your child to recall any 

Catholic funerals he or she has 
attended, or share your own 
experiences with attending  
Catholic funerals. 

 Tell your child that today’s 
lesson explores All Souls’ Day 
and examines how we honor and 
pray for those who have died.

Dive In! (20 minutes)
 Read the Scripture on page 1776 

of The Catholic Children’s Bible 
(Romans 6:3–9).

 Invite your child to answer the 
numbered questions on page 2 of 
the All Souls’ Day activity booklet. 
Answers: 1. death, 2. live, 3. one, 
one, 4. Christ, 5. die

 Read the Understand It! and Live It! 
sections on page 1 of the All Souls’ 
Day activity booklet. Invite your child 
to retell the Scripture passage in his or 
her own words.

Lesson Goals
• to recognize that All Souls’ Day is the day we pray for those who have died
• to explain that All Souls’ Day follows All Saints’ Day in the liturgical calendar so that 

we can spend these two days remembering those who have gone before us in faith 
• to define death as not an end to life, but a change or transfer to life forever

Parent Preview
• Review the Scripture on page 1776 of The Catholic Children’s Bible (Romans 6:3–9).
• Read the Background Reflection on page 4 of the All Souls’ Day activity booklet.
• Review this home guide chapter.

From Death to New Life
Scripture Focus: Romans 6:3–9
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Discover! (20 minutes)
 Read with your child the article 

“The Holy Souls” on the third 
page of this home guide chapter. 
Review the key words. Use the 
review questions to check your 
child’s understanding.

Optional: If you have additional time,  
you may ask your child to color the 
Scripture verse on page 2 of the 
activity booklet.  

Go! (10 minutes)
 Invite your child to share one thing 

she or he learned from today’s lesson.
 Choose one of the Family Activities 

on page 4 of the All Souls’ Day 
activity booklet to complete together 
during the next week.

 Conclude by praying the Family 
Prayer on page 4 of the All Souls’ 
Day activity booklet, or use the 
prayer service on page 3 of the 
activity booklet. Prepare the prayer 
space with a lit candle—ideally your 
child’s baptismal candle, but another 
candle (or a battery-powered candle) 
can be used. 
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On Halloween, kids dress up as superheroes, 
cartoon characters, and spooky creatures. 
But did you know that people used to dress 
up as saints? Halloween, or All Hallows’ Eve, 
is the night before the Church celebrates All 
Saints’ Day. On All Saints’ Day, we celebrate 
those who have found eternal life with God in 
Heaven—whether we know their names or not.

The next day is All Souls’ Day. We pray 
for the Holy Souls: those who have died but 
are still waiting to enter Heaven because they 
are not completely without sin. The Church 
teaches that they are in Purgatory. 
Purgatory—meaning “purification”—is not really 
a place, but a state of being. In Purgatory we 
are purified of sin so that we can enter Heaven.

Remember that death is not the end of life. 
Rather, death is the separation of the soul from 
the body. Our souls go to God, and our bodies 
go to the Earth. We transfer to life forever with 
God, a life we began in Baptism. 

That doesn’t mean death is easy for us to 
accept. When we confront death, we can look 
to Jesus, who died and conquered death for us. 
He can give us the strength to face death when 
it comes to our loved ones, and when it comes 
to us one day. 

For a moment, think about how you are 
spending your own time on Earth. Recommit 
to following Jesus and living a life of love and 
service, so that you can one day join God 
forever in Heaven.

The Holy Souls

Review
1. What does All Souls’ Day help us to do?
2. What is Purgatory?
3. What is death?

Turn this page upside down to check your 
answers!

We Know and Live Our Faith
The following articles in the We Know and 
Live Our Faith resource correspond to the 
concepts introduced in this lesson:
• “Salvation and Death” and “Try This!” 

page 15
• “Indulgences,” page 41
If you have additional time, read the 
selections together, and ask some questions 
to check your child’s understanding.

Key Words
Holy Souls  Those who have died and 
are still waiting in Purgatory before they 
can enter Heaven.
Purgatory  A state of being, in which 
we are purified of all sin so we can 
enter Heaven.

1. It helps us to pray for those who have died, to 
think about what we are doing in our time on Earth, 
and to resolve to follow Jesus in a life of love and 
service. 2. The state of being in which we are  
purified of all sin so that we can enter Heaven. 
3. It is the separation of our souls from our bodies. 
It is not the end of life but a change or transfer to 
life with God, a life we began in Baptism.
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Get Ready! (10 minutes)
 Pray the prayer on page 1 of 

the Advent activity booklet.
 Tell your child the story of how 

you prepared for his or her arrival. 
What was it like to wait? 

 Tell your child that today’s lesson 
explores the season of Advent and 
how we can prepare with Mary to 
celebrate Jesus’ birth at Christmas.

Dive In! (20 minutes)
 Read the Scripture on pages 1572–

1573 of The Catholic Children’s Bible 
(Luke 1:39–56).

 Invite your child to complete the 
puzzle on page 2 of the Advent activity 
booklet. Answers: See solution on the sec-
ond page of this home guide chapter. 

 Read the Understand It! and Live It! 
sections on page 1 of the Advent  
activity booklet. Invite your child to 
retell the Scripture passage in his or  
her own words.

Lesson Goals
• to recognize that Advent is the season when we prepare to celebrate that 

Jesus made God’s promise come true
• to state that Mary’s special role in salvation was to be the Mother of God
• to identify Mary as someone who spoke for those who are poor

Parent Preview
• Review the Scripture on pages 1572–1573 of The Catholic Children’s Bible 

(Luke 1:39–56).
• Read the Background Reflection on page 4 of the Advent activity booklet.
• Review this home guide chapter.

Preparing for the Coming of Jesus
Scripture Focus: Luke 1:39–56
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Discover! (20 minutes)
 Read with your child the article 

“Preparing with Mary” on the 
third page of this home guide 
chapter. Review the key words. 
Use the review questions to check 
your child’s understanding.

Optional: If you have additional time,  
you may ask your child to color the 
Scripture verse on page 2 of the 
activity booklet.  

Go! (10 minutes)
 Invite your child to share one thing 

she or he learned from today’s lesson.
 Choose one of the Family Activities 

on page 4 of the Advent activity 
booklet to complete together during 
the next week.

 Conclude by praying the Family 
Prayer on page 4 of the Advent 
activity booklet, or use the prayer 
service on page 3 of the activity 
booklet. Prepare your worship 
space with your family’s Advent 
wreath (or a picture of an 
Advent wreath). Invite your child 
to take turns reading the Reader 
parts with you.

Answer Key
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When a couple is expecting a baby, family 
and friends are often eager to share their 
preparation and excitement. If you have 
younger siblings, you may have experienced 
this yourself! 

In the four weeks before Christmas, the 
Church prepares to celebrate the coming of 
Jesus into our world and into our hearts. This 
season is called Advent, meaning “coming.”

In today’s reading, Mary is happy because 
she realizes that she is preparing to play a 
special role in salvation as the Mother of God. 
We call Mary the Mother of God because Jesus 
is fully man and fully God. God chose Mary to 
be the very best mother Jesus could have. 

When she greets Elizabeth, Mary sings 
a song of praise that today we call the 
Magnificat, from the first words in Latin: 
“Magnificat anima meam,” meaning “my soul 
praises.” Reread Luke 1:48–55 to learn all the 
reasons Mary praises God. She is happy that 
God has favored her and done great things for 
her. She knows God lifts up the lowly and cares 
for the poor—and Mary has always been a 
voice for the poor and needy. Mary praises God 
for keeping his promise to send a Savior—Jesus, 
the child she is preparing to welcome. 

We know that at Christmas, Jesus came 
to save the world. In Advent, we, like Mary, 
prepare to welcome our Savior. We remember 
that all of God’s promises have come true in 
Jesus!

Preparing with Mary

Review
1. What do we prepare for in the season 
 of Advent?
2. What was Mary’s special role in God’s   
 plan of salvation?
3. Why was Mary praising God in the 
 Magnificat?

Turn this page upside down to check your 
answers!

We Know and Live Our Faith
The following articles and activity in the  
We Know and Live Our Faith resource  
correspond to the concepts introduced in 
this lesson:
• “How Do We Know That God Exists?” 

pages 6–7
• “The Bride of Christ,” page 20
• “The Bridegroom Comes” + activity, 

pages 20–21
• “The Equal Dignity of the Human Person,” 

page 61
If you have additional time, read the 
selections together, and invite your child to 
complete the activity.

Key Words
Advent  “Coming”; the season of  
preparation for Christmas. 
Magnificat  Mary’s song of praise in 
Luke 1:46–55.

1. The coming of Jesus into our world and into our 
hearts. 2. To be the Mother of God. 3. Because 
God had done great things for her, because God 
lifts up the lowly and cares for the poor, and 
because God is keeping his promise and sending 
Jesus into the world.
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Get Ready! (10 minutes)
 Pray the prayer on page 1 of 

the Our Lady of Guadalupe activity 
booklet.

 Invite your child to share what he 
or she knows about Mary and how 
the Church honors her.

 Tell your child that together you will 
learn about Our Lady of Guadalupe, 
who is Patroness of All the Americas—
North America, South America, and 
Central America—and especially of 
Mexico, where she appeared.

Dive In! (20 minutes)
 Read the Scripture on pages 1954–

1955 of The Catholic Children’s Bible 
(Revelation 11:19a; 12:1–6a, 10).

 Invite your child to answer the 
numbered questions on page 2 of 
the Our Lady of Guadalupe activity 
booklet. Answers: 1. 12, 2. 7, 3. 10, 
4. 10, 5. 1, 6. 1,260

 Read the Understand It! and Live It! 
sections on page 1 of the Our Lady of 
Guadalupe activity booklet. Invite your 
child to retell the Scripture passage in 
her or his own words.

Lesson Goals
• to recognize that the Church honors Mary throughout the year with various feasts
• to state that honoring Mary is not worship, which we owe only to God
• to identify Our Lady of Guadalupe as Patroness of All the Americas

Parent Preview
• Review the Scripture on pages 1954–1955 of The Catholic Children’s Bible 

(Revelation 11:19a; 12:1–6a, 10).
• Read the Background Reflection on page 4 of the Our Lady of Guadalupe 

activity booklet.
• Review this home guide chapter.

Mother of Us All
Scripture Focus: Revelation 11:19a; 12:1–6a, 10
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Discover! (20 minutes)
 Read with your child the article 

Honoring Mary, Mother of God  
on the third page of this home guide 
chapter. Review the key word. 
Use the review questions to check 
your child’s understanding.

Optional: If you have additional time,  
you may ask your child to color the 
Scripture verse on page 2 of the 
activity booklet.  

Go! (10 minutes)
 Invite your child to share one thing 

he or she learned from today’s lesson.
 Choose one of the Family 

Activities on page 4 of the Our 
Lady of Guadalupe activity booklet 
to complete together during the 
next week.

 Conclude by praying the Family 
Prayer on page 4 of the Our Lady 
of Guadalupe activity booklet, or 
use the prayer service on page 3 
of the activity booklet. Arrange 
your worship space with an image 
of Our Lady of Guadalupe (see 
activity booklet, page 4) and a 
vase of flowers. Invite your child to 
join you in kneeling across the room 
and approaching the worship space 
on your knees with each response. 
Consider having your child take turns 
reading the Reader portions.
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Mary’s appearance at Guadalupe was the 
only time she appeared as an expectant 
mother. Our Lady appeared to Juan Diego, 
wearing the traditional belt of a pregnant 
Aztec woman high on her waist. This 
image empowers native peoples of the 
Americas because Our Lady appeared as 
a mestiza—a woman of both Spanish and  
native descent. 

Our Lady’s appearance to a poor man 
at Guadalupe also reminds us that she cares 
very much for the poor. Mary herself was 
poor, with Joseph and Jesus. People often 
carry the image of Our Lady of Guadalupe 
when protesting in support of social justice 
issues, like fair wages and fair housing. As 
Mother of God, Our Lady is concerned with 
the well-being of all God’s children. We make 

her happy when we care for one another. 
(You can read more of the story of Our Lady 
of Guadalupe and Saint Juan Diego, to whom 
she appeared, on page 4 of the Our Lady of 
Guadalupe activity booklet.)

The Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe is just 
one of many times we honor Mary throughout 
the Church year. Others include the Feast of the 
Immaculate Conception, the Feast of Our Lady 
of the Rosary, and the Feast of the Assumption. 

But it is important to realize that honoring 
Mary is not the same as worship. Worship 
is what we owe to God, our Creator, who 
sustains our lives. Mary was a human being, 
like ourselves. But she deserves special honor 
because she was chosen to be the Mother of 
the Son of God. So we ask her: Mary, Mother 
of God, pray for us!

Honoring Mary, Mother of God

Review
1. How does the Church honor Mary?
2. Does the Church worship Mary?
3. Why is the image of Our Lady 
 of Guadalupe carried in support 
 of social justice issues?

Turn this page upside down to check your 
answers!

We Know and Live Our Faith
The following article in the We Know and 
Live Our Faith resource corresponds to the 
concepts introduced in this lesson:
• “The Equal Dignity of the Human Person,” 

page 61
If you have additional time, read the 
selection together, and ask some questions 
to check your child’s understanding.

Key Word
worship  Religious reverence and love 
that we offer only to God, our Creator, who 
sustains our lives.

1. By celebrating various feasts throughout the year. 
2. No, worship is due to God alone. The Church 
honors Mary because she was chosen by God to be 
the Mother of his Son. 3. Because she is Mother of 
God and was a poor woman, she is concerned with 
the well-being of all of God’s children.



 Discover!
Finding  Faith in Life

Christmas

Grade 5 Home Guide, page 78

Get Ready! (10 minutes)
 Pray the prayer on page 1 of the 

Christmas activity booklet.
 Invite your child to brainstorm 

a list of religious Christmas carols 
about the birth of Jesus. 

 Tell your child that today’s 
lesson explores the true meaning 
of Christmas as the celebration of 
the Word, Jesus Christ, coming 
into the world.

Dive In! (20 minutes)
 Read the Scripture on page 1649 

of The Catholic Children’s Bible 
(John 1:1–14).

 Invite your child to complete the 
puzzle on page 2 of the Christmas 
activity booklet. Answers: See solution 
on the second page of this home guide 
chapter. 

 Read the Understand It! and Live It! 
sections on page 1 of the Christmas 
activity booklet. Invite your child to 
retell the Scripture passage in his or 
her own words.

Lesson Goals
• to identify the season of Christmas as the celebration of the Word, Jesus, coming 

into the world
• to name Christmas as a celebration of the coming of Christ in three ways: into the 

world, into our hearts, and at the end of time
• to state that the Christmas season lasts from December 25 to the Sunday of the 

Baptism of the Lord

Parent Preview
• Review the Scripture on page 1649 of The Catholic Children’s Bible (John 1:1–14).
• Read the Background Reflection on page 4 of the Christmas activity booklet.
• Review this home guide chapter.

The Word Became Human
Scripture Focus: John 1:1–14



Grade 5 Home Guide, page 79
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Discover! (20 minutes)
 Read with your child the article 

“Jesus, the Word of God” on the third 
page of this home guide chapter. Use 
the review questions to check 
your child’s understanding.

Optional: If you have additional time,  
you may ask your child to color the 
Scripture verse on page 2 of the 
activity booklet.  

Go! (10 minutes)
 Invite your child to share one thing 

he or she learned from today’s lesson.
 Choose one of the Family Activities 

on page 4 of the Christmas activity 
booklet to complete together during 
the next week.

 Conclude by praying the Family 
Prayer on page 4 of the Christmas 
activity booklet, or use the prayer 
service on page 3 of the activity 
booklet. Center your prayer space 
on your Christmas tree, and remove 
two bulbs from a string of lights. 
Hold one bulb and give the other 
to your child. Replace the bulbs 
when invited near the end of the 
prayer service. Have your Catholic 
Children’s Bible open and ask 
your child to read the passage from 
John 1:1–5 when indicated in the 
prayer service.

Answer Key
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Before Jesus came to Earth, people had 
stopped listening to God. God sent his only 
Son to straighten us out! We call Jesus the 
Word of God because, through him, God 
has spoken to us in an extraordinary way. 
As God’s Word, Jesus has been with God 
from the beginning, and through him 
God made all creation.

Jesus, the Word of God, is the Son of 
God, the Second Person of the Trinity. But he 
laid that aside to be born as a human being—
like us in all things except sin. Jesus did this to 
come close to us, teach us, and save us from 
sin and death. He died and rose so that we 
can live forever with him in Heaven.

Christmas is when we celebrate the Word, 
Jesus, coming into the world. In fact, we 
celebrate three “comings” of Jesus:

• Jesus’ coming in history, through his 
  birth in Bethlehem

• Jesus’ coming into our hearts, especially  
  in the Eucharist

• Jesus’ coming as King at the end of time
Christmas is not one day—it is an entire 

season. It includes the Feast of the Epiphany, 
the visit of the Three Kings, on the Sunday 
nearest January 6. The season lasts until the 
Sunday of the Baptism of the Lord, around 
mid-January. Many Christians keep their 
Nativity scenes up until after we celebrate 
the Baptism of the Lord.

When you look at your Christmas 
presents today, take a moment to thank God 
for the biggest present we have ever received: 
his Son, the Word of God, who came into the 
world for us.

Jesus, the Word of God

Review
1. Who is the Word of God, whose coming  
 we celebrate at Christmas?
2. What are the three “comings” of Jesus 
 we  celebrate?
3. How long does the Christmas season last?

Turn this page upside down to check your 
answers!

We Know and Live Our Faith
The following articles and activity in the 
We Know and Live Our Faith resource 
correspond to the concepts introduced in 
this lesson:
• “Who Created the Universe?” page 6
• “How Do We Know That God Exists?” 

pages 6–7
• “The God of Friendship and Love,” 

page 7
• “The Bridegroom Comes” + activity, 

pages 20–21
If you have additional time, read the 
selections together, and invite your child 
to complete the activity.

1. Jesus, the Son of God and Second Person of the 
Trinity. 2. His coming into the world, into our hearts, 
and at the end of time. 3. From Christmas Day to the 
Sunday of the Baptism of the Lord, in mid-January.
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Get Ready! (10 minutes)
 Pray the prayer on page 1 of the 

Easter Triduum activity booklet.
 Invite your child to share what he 

or she recalls about Good Friday.
 Tell your child that today’s lesson 

examines the Easter Triduum—from 
Holy Thursday to the evening of Easter 
Sunday—as the primary celebration 
of the entire Church year. 

Dive In! (20 minutes)
 Read the Scripture on pages 1699–

1700 of The Catholic Children’s Bible 
(John 19:16b–18, 28–30).

 Invite your child to answer the 
numbered questions on page 2 of 
the Easter Triduum activity booklet. 
Answers: 1. cross, 2. skull, 3. two, 
4. completed, 5. Scripture, 6. thirsty, 
7. soaked, 8. wine, 9. finished, 10. spirit

 Read the Understand It! and Live It! 
sections on page1 of the Easter 
Triduum activity booklet. Invite your 
child to retell the Scripture passage 
in his or her own words.

Lesson Goals
• to state that Triduum means “three days” 
• to identify the Easter Triduum as the primary celebration of the entire 

Church year
• to recall Good Friday as the day we remember and participate in Jesus’ 

Passion and death in a special way

Parent Preview
• Review the Scripture on pages 1699–1700 of The Catholic Children’s Bible 

(John 19:16b–18, 28–30).
• Read the Background Reflection on page 4 of the Easter Triduum activity booklet.
• Review this home guide chapter.

Three Holy Days
Scripture Focus: John 19:16b–18, 28–30
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Discover! (20 minutes)
 Read with your child the article 

“Preparing for Easter” on the 
third page of this home guide 
chapter. Review the key words. 
Use the review questions to check 
your child’s understanding.

Optional: If you have additional time,  
you may ask your child to color the 
Scripture verse on page 2 of the 
activity booklet.  

Go! (10 minutes)
 Invite your child to share one thing 

she or he learned from today’s lesson.
 Choose one of the Family Activities 

on page 4 of the Easter Triduum 
activity booklet to complete together 
during the next week.

 Conclude by praying the Family 
Prayer on page 4 of the Easter 
Triduum activity booklet, or use the 
prayer service on page 3 of the 
activity booklet. Place four crucifixes 
(of any kind, including those attached 
to rosaries) around the room to serve 
as “stations” for the readings. Explain 
that the Stations of the Cross is a 
traditional devotion that helps us 
meet Jesus in his suffering and death, 
so we might experience the victory 
of his Resurrection. Invite your child 
to take turns with you to read at 
each station.
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Think about a difficult time in your life that led to 
better things. For example, perhaps you struggled 
through a grade level in school—but found the 
next year was easier. Or perhaps a family illness 
taught you what was really important in life. The 
three holy days that follow the season of Lent are 
just like this. We remember the suffering and death 
of Jesus—but we also prepare to celebrate his 
glorious Resurrection at Easter. 

The Easter Triduum is the primary celebration 
of the entire Church year. The word Triduum means 
“three days.” Following the Jewish custom of 
beginning a day on the evening before, we count 
the three days of the Triduum in this way:
• Day 1: Holy Thursday evening through   
 Good Friday
• Day 2: Good Friday evening through   
 Holy Saturday
• Day 3: Holy Saturday evening through   
 Evening Prayer on Easter Sunday

We celebrate each day with a special liturgy. 
On Holy Thursday evening, we remember the Last 
Supper with the Mass of the Lord’s Supper. On 
Good Friday, we remember Christ’s Passion and 
death in a special way, by hearing Gospel accounts 
of his suffering and venerating the cross. 
 Holy Saturday is a day of expectation until we 
celebrate the Easter Vigil liturgy in the evening. Final-
ly, on Easter Sunday we celebrate the glorious Mass 
of the Resurrection.

During the Triduum, we celebrate Jesus’ 
example of service (Holy Thursday, his washing 
of feet), suffering (Good Friday, his death on the 
cross), and Resurrection (the Easter Vigil and Easter 
Sunday). These three holy days also put our own 
lives into focus. We strive to serve. Sometimes we go 
through pain and suffering, but the death and 
Resurrection of Jesus promise us that, as his 
followers, we too will join him in resurrection!

Preparing for Easter

Review
1. What are the three days of the Triduum?
2. What do we remember especially on   
 Good Friday?
3. What do we celebrate during the  Triduum?

Turn this page upside down to check your answers!

We Know and Live Our Faith
The following articles in the We Know and Live 
Our Faith resource correspond to the concepts 
introduced in this lesson:
• “The Sacraments” and “The Sacrament of  

Baptism,” page 28
• “The Sacrament of Confirmation,” page 30
• “The Sacrament of the Eucharist,” page 33
• “Christ Works in the Liturgy,” pages 22–23
If you have additional time, read the 
selections together, and ask some questions 
to check your child’s understanding.

Key Words
Easter Triduum  The three-day period that runs 
from Holy Thursday evening through Evening 
Prayer on Easter Sunday; the primary celebration 
of the entire Church year.
Passion  Jesus’ suffering before his death on 
the cross.
venerating  Showing reverence to.

1. Day 1 is Holy Thursday evening and Good Friday. 
Day 2 is Good Friday evening and Holy Saturday. 
Day 3 is Holy Saturday evening to Evening Prayer 
on Easter Sunday. 2. Jesus’ Passion and death. 
3. The service, suffering and death, and Resurrection 
of Jesus Christ.
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Get Ready! (10 minutes)
 Pray the prayer on page 1 of the 

Easter activity booklet.
 Invite your child to share why Easter 

is a time of great joy.
 Tell your child that together you will 

learn about one of Jesus’ followers 
who wanted to believe that Jesus 
had risen but still wanted some proof 
before he rejoiced.

Dive In! (20 minutes)
 Read the Scripture on page 1704 

of The Catholic Children’s Bible 
(John 20:24–29).

 Invite your child to complete the 
puzzle on page 2 of the Easter activity 
booklet. Answer: How happy are those 
who believe without seeing me!

 Read the Understand It! and Live It! 
sections on page 1 of the Easter 
activity booklet. Invite your child to 
retell the Scripture passage in his or  
her own words.

Lesson Goals
• to identify that on Easter Sunday we celebrate the Resurrection of Christ
• to state that Easter Sunday begins the Easter season, which lasts until Pentecost Sunday
• to recall that the Easter season is a season of rejoicing

Parent Preview
• Review the Scripture on page 1704 of The Catholic Children’s Bible (John 20:24–29).
• Read the Background Reflection on page 4 of the Easter activity booklet.
• Review this home guide chapter.

Alleluia! I Do Believe!
Scripture Focus: John 20:24–29
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The Easter

Discover! (20 minutes)
 Read with your child the article  

“Easter, the Season of Rejoicing”  
on the third page of this home guide 
chapter. Review the key word. Use the 
review questions to check your child’s 
understanding.

Optional: If you have additional time,  
you may ask your child to color the 
Scripture verse on page 2 of the 
activity booklet.  

Go! (10 minutes)
 Invite your child to share one thing 

he or she learned from today’s lesson.
 Choose one of the Family Activities 

on page 4 of the Easter activity 
booklet to complete together during 
the next week.

 Conclude by praying the Family 
Prayer on page 4 of the Easter activity 
booklet, or use the prayer service on 
page 3 of the activity booklet. Prepare 
the worship space with a clear bowl 
of water (preferably holy water, which 
you can obtain from the parish); a lit, 
white taper candle in a holder; and 
a small leafy branch for sprinkling. 
Explain that the candle you are using 
is like the large Paschal candle in your 
church in that it represents the Risen 
Christ. Share that the bowl contains 
(or represents) the waters of Baptism. 
Tell your child that when the candle is 
dipped in the water, it shows that the 
Risen Christ gives life and power to 
the waters of Baptism.
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Think about all the symbols we associate with 
Easter: eggs, green grass, Easter lilies, baby 
chicks, and bunnies—and of course Easter 
candy! Many of these symbols remind us of the 
new life and joy we experience every spring.

At Easter, we welcome new life in a special 
way, as we celebrate the triumph of life over 
death. We rejoice that Jesus rose from the dead. 
All who follow Jesus share in his Resurrection, 
because his rising made it possible for us to rise 
again after we die. For this reason, Easter is the 
“feast of feasts” and “solemnity of solemnities.” 
Easter is the season that lasts fifty days—from 
Easter Sunday to Pentecost Sunday—when we 
rejoice that Jesus is risen and is with us now!

The Easter season is a special time to 
celebrate the Sacraments of Baptism, First 

Communion, and Confirmation. These 
sacraments are celebrated in a special way 
by new Catholics who are received into the 
Church at the Easter Vigil on Holy Saturday 
evening. At Masses during the Easter season, 
the Penitential Rite is replaced with the sprinkling 
of holy water to remind us of our Baptism and 
our new life in Christ. We also renew our 
baptismal promises instead of saying the creed.

During Lent, you may have noticed that 
we did not sing the “Alleluia” (which means 
“Praise God”), because it was a season 
of sorrow and preparation. But in the Easter 
season, the “Alleluia” once again returns to our 
prayers and songs, because Easter is a season 
of rejoicing. Alleluia! Sing to Jesus.

Easter, the Season of Rejoicing

Review
1. How long is the season of Easter, and   
 when does it begin and end? 
2. What are we really celebrating at Easter   
 and during the Easter season?
3. What special word do we sing during   
 the Easter season that we do not sing   
 during Lent? What does this word mean?

Turn this page upside down to check your 
answers!

We Know and Live Our Faith
The following articles in the We Know and Live 
Our Faith resource correspond to the concepts 
introduced in this lesson:
• “Christ Works in the Liturgy,” page 22
• “The Precepts of the Church,” page 52
If you have additional time, read the selections 
together, and ask some questions to check your 
child’s understanding.

1. It lasts fifty days, from Easter Sunday to Pentecost 
Sunday. 2. We are celebrating the triumph of life 
over death, not only for Jesus but for all who follow 
him. 3. Alleluia, which means “Praise God.”

Key Word
Alleluia  “Praise God”; usually sung during 
Mass, except for Masses in Lent.
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Get Ready! (10 minutes)
 Pray the prayer on page 1 of the 

Pentecost activity booklet.
 Invite your child to share what she or 

he can recall about the Holy Spirit.
 Tell your child that today’s lesson 

explores the coming of the Holy Spirit 
upon the disciples at Pentecost.

Dive In! (20 minutes)
 Read the Scripture on page 1704 

of The Catholic Children’s Bible 
(John 20:19–23).

 Invite your child to answer the 
numbered questions on page 2 
of the Pentecost activity booklet. 
Answers: peace, Jesus, disciples, afraid, 
joy, breathed, Holy Spirit, forgive

 Read the Understand It! and Live It! 
sections on page 1 of the Pentecost 
activity booklet. Invite your child to 
retell the Scripture passage in her or 
his own words.

Lesson Goals
• to state that the word Pentecost comes from Greek and means “fiftieth”
• to recall that Pentecost is the celebration of the coming of the Holy Spirit
• to identify the Holy Spirit as the helper that Jesus promised to send

Parent Preview
• Review the Scripture on page 1704 of The Catholic Children’s Bible (John 20:19–23).
• Read the Background Reflection on page 4 of the Pentecost activity booklet.
• Review this home guide chapter.

Come, Holy Spirit
Scripture Focus: John 20:19–23
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Discover! (20 minutes)
 Read with your child the article 

“Receive the Holy Spirit” on the 
third page of this home guide 
chapter. Review the key words. 
Use the review questions to check 
your child’s understanding.

Optional: If you have additional time,  
you may ask your child to color the 
Scripture verse on page 2 of the 
activity booklet.  

Go! (10 minutes)
 Invite your child to share one thing 

he or she learned from today’s lesson.
 Choose one of the Family Activities 

on page 4 of the Pentecost activity 
booklet to complete together during 
the next week.

 Conclude by praying the Family 
Prayer on page 4 of the Pentecost 
activity booklet, or use the prayer 
service on page 3 of the activity 
booklet. Prepare your worship space 
with The Catholic Children’s Bible, 
marking 1 Kings 19:11–13 and 
John 20:21–22. Invite your child to 
read one or both readings.
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When you think about Pentecost, by now 
you are probably familiar with the account 
from the Acts of the Apostles. Luke describes 
how Jesus’ followers were gathered to celebrate 
the Jewish harvest feast called Pentecost, which 
falls fifty days after Passover. (Pentecost comes 
from a Greek word for “fiftieth”; today we 
celebrate Pentecost fifty days after Easter.) The 
Holy Spirit came upon the disciples with a rush 
of wind and flames of fire. In Luke’s account, the 
Holy Spirit’s arrival during the harvest festival 
symbolizes the fruitfulness of the Church. 

But today’s Gospel passage comes from 
John, who wrote many years later than the 
Evangelist Luke. In today’s passage, the Holy 
Spirit comes directly through the breath of Jesus 
when he visits his followers on Easter night. John 

wrote his account at a time when the Holy Spirit 
continued to move through the Church in quieter, 
gentler, yet still powerful ways—just as the Holy 
Spirit comes to us today. 

Throughout the Gospels, Jesus promises to 
send us a helper. In John 15:26, Jesus says, 
“The Helper will come—the Spirit, who reveals 
the truth about God.” He says that he himself 
will send the Helper, who will come from God. 
The word Helper is sometimes translated as 
Advocate, or “someone who advises or 
speaks for another.”

This is how the Holy Spirit works in our lives. 
The Spirit helps and advises us, and the Spirit 
speaks for us before God and others. Come, 
Holy Spirit! Fill our hearts!

Receive the Holy Spirit

1.Fiftieth; we celebrate Pentecost fifty days after
Easter. 2. The word advocate means “helper or
advisor”; Jesus promised to send us this helper.
The Holy Spirit helps us and advises us. 3. In
quiet and gentle, yet powerful, ways.

Review
1. What does the word Pentecost mean?
2. Why do we call the Holy Spirit

the  Advocate?
3. How does the Holy Spirit come to

us today?

Turn this page upside down to check your 
answers!We Know and Live Our Faith

The following articles and activity in the We 
Know and Live Our Faith resource correspond to 
the concepts introduced in this lesson:
• “The Coming of the Holy Spirit,” page 19
• “The Gifts of the Holy Spirit” + activity,

pages 31–32
If you have additional time, read the selections 
together, and invite your child to complete  
the activity.

Key Words
Advocate  Another name for the Holy Spirit; 
helper, or someone who advises or speaks for 
another.
Pentecost  Feast of the coming of the Holy 
Spirit on the disciples, fifty days after Easter; the 
word itself comes from the Greek for “fiftieth.”



 Discover!
Finding  Faith in LifeOrdinary

Time

Grade 5 Home Guide, page 90

Get Ready! (10 minutes)
 Pray the prayer on page 1 of the 

Ordinary Time activity booklet.
 Ask your child to recall and identify 

a “hero” from a recent event or news 
story. 

 Tell your child that today’s lesson 
explores the story of one “everyday 
hero” in today’s Scripture passage 
and examines how Jesus taught us 
in stories.

Dive In! (20 minutes)
 Read the Scripture on page 1606 

of The Catholic Children’s Bible 
(Luke 10:25–37).

 Invite your child to answer the 
numbered questions on page 2 of 
the Ordinary Time activity booklet. 
Answers: 1. neighbor, 2. Jericho, 
3. dead, 4. Samaritan, 5. kind

 Read the Understand It! and Live It! 
sections on page 1 of the Ordinary 
Time activity booklet. Invite your child 
to retell the Scripture passage in his 
or her own words.

Lesson Goals
• to state that there are two seasons of Ordinary Time in the Church calendar
• to identify Ordinary Time as the season in which we learn more about the life 

and teachings of Jesus Christ
• to recognize the parable form of storytelling as Jesus’ preferred method of teaching

Parent Preview
• Review the Scripture on page 1606 of The Catholic Children’s Bible (Luke 10:25–37).
• Read the Background Reflection on page 4 of the Ordinary Time activity booklet.
• Review this home guide chapter.
• Prepare by locating the color copy of the liturgical calendar on the fourth page of this 

home guide chapter. 

Learning and Living Our Faith
Scripture Focus: Luke 10:25–37
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Ordinary
Time

Discover! (20 minutes)
 Read with your child the article 

“Ordinary Stories, Extraordinary 
Lessons” on the third page of this home 
guide chapter. Review the key words. 
Use the review questions to check your 
child’s understanding.

Optional: If you have additional time,  
you may ask your child to color the 
Scripture verse on page 2 of the 
activity booklet.  

Go! (10 minutes)
 Invite your child to share one thing 

she or he learned from today’s lesson.
 Choose one of the Family Activities 

on page 4 of the Ordinary Time 
activity booklet to complete together 
during the next week.

 Conclude by praying the Family 
Prayer on page 4 of the Ordinary 
Time activity booklet, or use the 
prayer service on page 3 of the 
activity booklet. Prepare a focal point 
(an open Bible or a crucifix). Ask your 
child to join you in writing notes to 
Jesus, asking him to help your family 
live Ordinary Time in faith, hope, and 
love. Roll your notes into scrolls and tie 
them with green ribbon. When 
indicated, set them on or near the 
Bible or crucifix. 
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Ordinary
Time
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Today’s reading about the Good Samaritan 
is one of the most beloved examples of Jesus’ 
favorite way to teach: stories, called parables. 
Parables are stories about ordinary people and 
situations. But they communicate a message. In 
his parables, Jesus gave us examples of how we 
should live as children of God and as brothers 
and sisters of Jesus.

We read many of Jesus’ parables during 
Ordinary Time, the season of the Church year 
when we learn more about Jesus’ life, ministry, 
and teachings and how Jesus wants us to live our 
ordinary lives in extraordinary ways.

If you look at a copy of the Church calendar 
(available at the end of this chapter), you can 
see that the Church actually celebrates Ordinary 
Time in two seasons: 

• The shorter season of Ordinary Time runs 
between Epiphany (the end of the Christmas 
season) and Ash Wednesday (the beginning 
of Lent). 

• The second, longer season of Ordinary 
Time runs from Pentecost (the end of the  
Easter season) through the last Sunday be-
fore Advent—the end of the Church year. 
Ordinary Time is “ordinary” not because 

it is regular or normal, but rather because we 
number the Sundays: first, second, third, and 
so on. These are called ordinal numbers, 
because they put things in order—and for the 
same reason, this season is called Ordinary 
Time. But when you realize how much we learn 
about Jesus’ life and teachings during this 
important Church season, you will agree: it is 
far from ordinary!

Ordinary Stories, Extraordinary Lessons

1. Because the Sundays are marked by ordinal numbers 
like first, second, third. These are the numbers that put 
things in order. 2. We learn more about the life and 
teachings of Jesus. 3. Jesus’ favorite method was 
teaching in parables.

Review
1. Why is this season of the Church year   
 called Ordinary Time?  
2. What do we learn during Ordinary Time?
3. What was Jesus’ favorite teaching 
 method?

Turn this page upside down to check your 
answers!We Know and Live Our Faith

The following articles in the We Know and Live 
Our Faith resource correspond to the concepts 
introduced in this lesson:
• “Grace” and “Grace and Freedom,” page 42
If you have additional time, read the selections 
together, and ask some questions to check your 
child’s understanding.

Key Words
Ordinary Time  The season on the Church 
calendar when we learn more about Jesus’ life, 
ministry, and teachings.
parables  Stories that teach us how to live 
as children of God and as brothers and sisters 
of Jesus.
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